
MERHS Graduation 2020 

Hyland Field 

July 31, 2020 at 4:30pm 

 

On March 10, 2020, Governor Charles D. Baker declared a state of emergency in the 
Commonwealth due to the outbreak of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19).   According to 
guidance supplied by the Department of Public Health, Graduation Ceremonies are permitted as 

of July 19, 2020 so long as they abide by State and Local Health Guidelines. 
 

 
LOCATION AND SEATING 

 

Scientists and public health officials are in accord that outdoor locations are safer than indoor.  
For this reason, in consultation with the Board of Health, we have decided to hold the Class of 

2020 Graduation Ceremony on the Hyland field on July 31, 2020 at 4:30pm.  This will allow 
individual chairs for graduates and groups airs of chairs for members of the same household to 
be spaced 6 feet apart with large aisles for movement throughout the field.  This includes a safety 

margin in line with the six-foot separation recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH). 

 
FACE COVERINGS 
 

Participants to wear a mask or other face covering entering and leaving the ceremony, 

except for those who are unable to do so due to a medical condition.  Not everyone who has 

COVID-19 is symptomatic.  Wearing a face covering reduces the risk of transmitting the 

virus to others:  each of us has a responsibility to protect our friends, families and 

neighbors.  On May 1, 2020, Governor Baker issued COVID-19 Order No. 31, requiring any 

person over age two, whether indoors or outdoors, and unable to maintain a distance of 6 feet 
from every other person to wear a mask covering the mouth and nose, except when prevented 

due to a medical condition or otherwise exempted by DPH.  Both CDC and DPH have advised 
people to wear face coverings when they are out of the home and may be in close proximity to 
others.  While other provisions of this Protocol are intended to maintain at least six-foot 

separation between participants, there remains the potential for closer encounters.  Face 
coverings provide an additional layer of protection.  

 
Masks should be worn by anyone leaving their seat to use the bathroom.  Guest should refrain 
from leaving their seat for pictures which may make social distancing difficult.  

 
 

COVID ATTENDANCE GUIDELINES 

 
People that are feeling sick, are exhibiting any of the following symptoms (fever, cough, 

shortness of breath, chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, or new loss of taste or smell), or 
have potentially been exposed to someone with confirmed or suspected COVID-19, they should 

not attend the graduation ceremony.  A potential exposure means having household contact or 
having close contact (within 6 feet) with an individual with confirmed or suspected COVID-19 



for a prolonged period of time (over 15 minutes) while the person is symptomatic or 48 hours 
before symptoms developed. 

Persons who are particularly vulnerable to COVID-19 according to the Centers for Disease 
Control (e.g., due to age or underlying conditions) are discouraged from attending the graduation 

ceremony.    

Please note the Governor's guidance for travelers from certain states (states except for Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, New York, and New Jersey) should self- 

quarantine for 14 days when arriving to MA prior to being out and about and attending the 
graduation.  

 
PROCEDURES - GRADUATES 
 

Graduates should arrive at the Memorial School by 4:15pm on June 6th.  Students must wear 
their masks while in the parking lot of Memorial School.  During the procession line up social 

distancing may be difficult. There will be extra masks available for anyone who lacks one.   
 
During the procession students must wear masks and maintain separation of at least 6 feet from 

each other.  
 

Once students begin procession into the ceremony (50 yard line of field), they may remove their 
mask while processing to their seat on the field.  A staff member will be at the 50 yard line to 
assure distancing between students.  Students may keep their mask removed until the end of the 

ceremony as distancing will be in effect. 
 

During the time of the presentation of diplomas, graduates will be lined up 6 feet apart which 
will be marked on the field.  When the graduate’s name is called, they will proceed to the stage.  
The diploma will be placed on a table for the graduate to pick up.  There will not be any 

handshaking.   
 

Following the ceremony, graduates will process out of the field area.  Graduates should not 
congregate on school property.  Graduates should leave the property immediately following the 
ceremony. 

 
A water bottle will be placed under each graduates chair in the event of excessive heat on the 

date of graduation. 
 
 

PROCEDURES – GUESTS 

 

Each student may invite a total of 5 guests onto the field to view the ceremony.  There will be 
two entrances to the field (one by the canteen and one by the community entrance to the school).  
Guests may enter Hyland Field beginning at 4:15pm.  Guests may begin to line up for field 

entrance at 4pm.  While in line families should maintain 6 feet distance.  Staff will be on hand to 
assist families in distancing. 



 
Once guests have entered the field, they should proceed directly to seats that have been set up in 

groups of five throughout the field area.  Masks should be worn until guests are seated.   
 

After the Graduates have processed out of the field area, guests, wearing masks should exit the 
field.  Graduates and guests should not gather on school property but should leave the property 
immediately following the ceremony. 

 
Guests are encouraged to bring their own water bottle in the event of excessive heat on the date if 

the ceremony.   
 
PROCEDURES – FACULTY/STAFF 

 
To limit the number of people gathering at Memorial School prior to Graduation, faculty and 

staff will not process with the class.  Faculty/Staff may enter Hyland Field beginning at 4:00pm.   
Once faculty/staff have entered the field, they should proceed directly to their designated seats.  
Masks should be worn until they are seated.   

 
MUSIC, SPEAKING AND MICROPHONES 

 
There will be several speakers during the ceremony.  The microphone will be covered with a 
disposable plastic hood.  The cover will be changed after each speaker. Hand sanitizer will be 

available for use should a speaker need to adjust the microphone. 
 

All music will be pre-recorded. 
 

 

BATHROOMS 
 

The bathrooms are located near the refreshment stand and will be open and provided with hand 
sanitizer.   
 

 
 


